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Research on the Impact of Digital Rural Construction on Regional Economic
Development Differences in China
YANG Ai-rong',CAO Chong**
(1. Research Center for High Quality Industrial Development in the Core Area of the Silk Road
Economic Belt, Business School , Xinjiang Normal University , Urumqi , Xinjiang ,830017 , China;
2. School of Economics and Management , West Anhui College,Lu/an JAnhui 237012, China)

Abstract: This study aims to explore the impact of digital rural construction on regional economic disparities.
Firstly, a panel data model is employed to analyze the impact of digital rural construction on regional economies.
Secondly, a spatial econometric model is introduced to account for spatial dependence among regions, addressing
spatial externalities and spatial autocorrelation in causal relationships. Finally, results from the two models are
analyzed comprehensively. The results indicate that, based on data from 2012 to 2022, improvements in digital rural
construction levels are positively correlated with regional economic growth. Digital rural construction has a significant
impact on regional economies, with increases in broadband coverage rate and internet penetration rate contributing
0.25 and 0.18, to the growth in regional GDP respectively. The eastern coastal region is most influenced by
geographic factors. Digital rural construction positively influences regional economic development, helping to promote
economic growth and enhance regional development levels.

Keywords: Digital rural construction; Regional economic disparities ; Panel data model; Spatial econometric

model



